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Double Tree by Hilton  

Jacksonville Riverfront 
1201Riverplace Blvd.  

Jacksonville Fl. 32207  
 

Reservations:  

1 -800 -222 -8723  
 

òUSS Stoddard  

Group Code STO  ò 
 

Standard Room  - $119  

Riverfront Room - $139  

Riverfront  Suite - $159  

Rate Good Three Days  

Before / After Reunion.  

 
Breakfast for 2 Included 

Additional Breakfast $10  

 

Free Parking  

 

Hosts:  

       Bill & Ulla  

                Melyan  

 
 Email: keystonewillie@verizon.net  

 Join us for an exciting reunion in beautiful Jacksonville Florida.  Jack-

sonville is on the banks of the St. Johns River  in the First Coast  region of 

northeast Florida. The hotel is about 25 miles south of the Georgia  state line 
and 328 miles north of Miami.  The Jacksonville Beach communities are along 

the adjacent Atlantic coast. The area was originally inhabited by the Timucua  

people, and in 1564 was the site of the French colony of Fort Caroline , one of 

the earliest European settlements in what is now the continental United 

States. Jacksonville was named after Andrew Jackson , the first military gover-

nor  of the Florida Territory  and seventh President of the United States.   

 Harbor improvements since the late 19th century have made Jackson-

ville a major military and civilian deep-water port , facilitating Naval Station 

Mayport , Naval Air Station Jacksonville , the U.S. Marine Corps Blount Island 
Command , and the Port of Jacksonville , Florida's third largest seaport.  

  Jacksonville's military bases and the nearby Naval Submarine Base, 

Kings Bay , form the third largest military presence in the United States.   Sig-

nificant factors in the local economy include services such as banking, insur-
ance, healthcare and logistics . As with much of Florida, tourism is important 

to the Jacksonville area, particularly tourism related to golf . 
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The following are some of the events we are looking into for the Reunion. We only have a 

few days to see so many great sites, if we canõt go to all, please stay  few days and enjoy 
this historic part of Florida.  

 
A trip to Ste. Augustine, Florida  

 St. Augustine was founded in 1565 by Spanish Admiral Pedro 
Menendez de Aviles, Floridaõs first governor.  He named the settlement 

"San Agustín " (St. Augustine).  The city served as the capital of Spanish 

Florida  for over 200 years. It was designated as the capital of British 

East Florida  when the colony was established in 1763; the colony was ceded to Spain in 1783.  Spain ced-

ed Florida to the United States in 1819, and St. Augustine was designated the capital of the Florida Terri-

tory  upon ratification of the AdamsðOnís Treaty  in 1821. The territorial government moved and made Tal-
lahassee  the capital of Florida in 1824.  

 

 The Fountain of Youth Archaeological Park is a 15 -acre, waterfront historical attraction, where 

visitors can learn about the first Spanish settlers who came here in the 1600s and the native Timucuans 

who were here to greet them. With a working archaeological dig on site, as well as several re -created Span-
ish and Timucuan buildings and dwellings, the park is bursting with 

history.  It's also just a beautiful spot to relax, enjoy the views over the 

water from the 600 -foot Founders Riverwalk or from the Observation 

Tower, sample the waters from the natural spring (Ponce de Leon's leg-

endary Fountain of Youth?), and let the kids feed the roaming peacocks.  

 
 The St. Augustine Light Station  is a private -aid to navigation 

and an active, working lighthouse in St. Augustine, Florida . The current 

lighthouse stands at the north end of Anastasia Island  and was built 

between 1871 and 1874.  The current lighthouse tower, original first -

order Fresnel Lens and the Light Station grounds are owned by the St. Augustine Lighthouse & Maritime 

Museum, Inc. , a not -for -profit maritime museum. The museum is open to 
the public 360 days a year. Admission fees support continued preservation of 

the lighthouse and five other historic structures.  

 The Naval Station Mayport  is a major United States Navy  base in 
Jacksonville, Florida . It contains a protected harbor that can accommodate 

aircraft carrier  -size vessels, ship's intermediate maintenance activity and a 

military airfield . NS Mayport has grown to become the third -largest naval sur-

face fleet concentration area in the United States. The station has a busy harbor capable of accommodat-

ing 34 ships and an 8,001 -foot runway capable of handling most aircraft in the Department of Defense in-

ventory.  Naval Station Mayport is also home to the Navy's United States Fourth Fleet , reactivated in 2008 
after being deactivated in 1950.  

  

 We will have our USS Stoddard Memorial Service at the Veterans Memorial 

Wall  in downtown Jacksonville.   The quarter -million dol-

lar monument was dedicated in November, 1995 and 

serves as a tribute to more than 1,500 Jacksonville area 
American war heroes. The outdoor memorial was promot-

ed as "the largest of its kind" and "the only wall that hon-

ors veterans from all six [service] branches" (Army, Navy, 

Marines, Air Force, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine). 

The 65 foot -long black granite monument contains the 
names of servicemen and women from World War I through Operation Desert 

Storm and the current war on terrorism. In front of the wall stands a torch with an eternal flame.  
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Fort Gorges in Casco Bay  

Thanks to John Gerten  & Vicky Tristan  

for all the great reunion pics!  


