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Crowne Plaza
Los Angeles Harbor Hotel
601 S. Palos Verdes St.
San Pedro, CA 90731
Rate is $117.00 +
$15.695 Tax
Single or Double
Total Cost with taxes
$135.36
Additional $10 +
15.695% Tax
Triple or Quad

30th Reunion— San Pedro, California
September 26th– September –29th 2018

Hosts:

Dan & Roxane Withers
Email:

Phone: 310-519-8200
Group Code USS
to reserve USS Stoddard
Group Rate
3 days before and after
Free Hot Breakfast Buffet
for up to two persons
Free Wi-Fi and
Fitness Center
Shuttle Service: round
trip for two persons up to
three miles.

dwithers@rodaxwireless.com

30th USS Stoddard Reunion Schedule
Tuesday Afternoon – (9-25) The Hospitality Room will open at Noon for arriving guests. Get your packet of maps and event info there. Breakfast tickets also
included in packet.
►Wednesday Morning – (9-26) Hot Breakfast Buffet.
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Optional:
• Catalina Island - We will be meeting the bus out front for those joining on
the all-day boat trip and island tour. Catalina Island was discovered just a
day after San Pedro by Juan Cabrillo. Just 26 miles across the Catalina
Channel, the Island is a world apart. The Catalina Express will take visitors
on the trip in just about an hour using its high speed comfortable boats.
Arriving at Avalon, the Island’s only town, it’s a short walk to the main
shopping area with quaint boutiques, interesting restaurants, and great
charm. There are opportunities for adventure tours, parasailing, the famous
glass bottom boat ride, and much more. $98.50 (includes transportation to
and from Catalina Island from the Catalina Terminal and lunch at an Avalon restaurant)
Hospitality Suite: During the day it will be available for those checking in on
Wednesday. There is no scheduled meal for the group but you will discover
many restaurants within easy walking distance.
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►Thursday Morning – (9-27) Hot Breakfast Buffet.
• Queen Mary Tour and Luncheon. You will see the historic Queen Mary, have lunch, and each attendee
gets to choose either the ship’s World War II tour or the Princess Diana Exhibition (subject to tour being
extended into 2017). And, other tours will be available. The Queen Mary carried more troops than any
other ship during World War II. She also carried the most passengers of any ship at any one time, more
than 16,000—a record that still stands today. And today she is a floating museum and attraction across
San Pedro Bay in Long Beach. The tour begins with pick up at the hotel and commentary about Los Angeles Harbor in World War II as we make our way across two bridges to the ship. At the ship we will be
guided through the World War II exhibits that show what life was like for the GIs making their way to
war. Afterwards, attendees will have an opportunity to shop and see other exhibits on the ship.
$68.50 (includes transportation, admission to Queen Mary, tour, and lunch) and afternoon activities.
►Thursday Afternoon Return to your bus and travel to the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium. This is a great collection of Southern California marine life. As time allows we will travel to Shoreline Village, a charming
boardwalk collection of shops and restaurants.
$98.50 all day and includes transportation, admission to Queen Mary, lunch and Aquarium tour)
►Thursday Evening – 6:00PM Welcome Reception at the Hotel. Chef's Choice Hors D'oeuvres – including assorted Cheese Platter, Sliced Fruit and Vegetable Platter, assorted Crackers. Each guest will receive
two (2) drink tickets to be used during the hours of 6:00PM - 7:00PM ONLY
Guests will be using the drink tickets directly at the Blu Bar in the hotel.
7:00 pm Dinner on own. Suggestions: Whale and Ale British Pub and Raffaelo’s Ristorante. We can request a specific menu for a group or those going can order off the Menu.
►Friday Morning – (9-28) Hot Breakfast Buffet.
• SS Lane Victory - Depart the hotel and bus to the SS Lane Victory for our Memorial Service and
Wreath Ceremony. SS Lane Victory is a living museum and memorial to the services and sacrifices of
all Merchant Marine sailors and Navy Armed Guardsmen. She served with distinction during World War
II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War as well as in times of peace as part of the merchant fleet. She
is a National Historic Landmark and a fully operational ship, but not this year as she will require fabrication of new boiler tubes to get operational. $93.50
►Friday Afternoon - Tour of San Pedro with lunch at the 22nd St Restaurant.
● USS Iowa, BB-61. After lunch on to a self-guided tour. She is located at the Pacific Battleship Center,
very near the hotel. She is a floating museum with immersive exhibits that detail the ships war service.
►Friday Evening - Spirit Cruises Prime Rib Dinner - 2 hour boat ride $64.50 Price Includes: Captain,
Crew, Yacht, Food, Soft Drinks, Coffee, Music and Fun! A cash bar is also onboard.
►Saturday Morning - (9-29) Hot Breakfast Buffet.
● General Business Meeting – 9:00 - Hospitality Suite.
● After Meeting: Tour Local area. Walking or Hotel shuttle to local attractions.
►Saturday Afternoon – Tour local area – Red Trolley Shuttle Service starts the loop to local attractions
at Noon. Roam around the whole area and visit attractions. The Trolley service in and around the LA Waterfront has also been expanded, providing even more mobility for local residents and visitors. Over the last
two summers, the San Pedro Business Improvement District has doubled the number of Trolley cars to
four. Visit sptrolley.com for a map of the trolley route.
Saturday Evening – Cash Bar open in the Banquet Room
● Group and Family photos start
• Banquet and Raffle Activities start. Bring a raffle item that represents your home state or the US Navy. We have a lot of great items here to share with each other.
►Sunday Morning - (9-30) Hot Breakfast Buffet.
• Optional - Leave hotel for the USS Midway (CVB-41), San Diego in carpool or rental cars. (depends on
how many go) Google says 2hr, 8 minutes.
This cost will be the admission at the ship and the personal cost of your transportation.
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For all you people thinking about
going on the optional trip to
Santa Catalina Island.
Do you remember this song?
I can hear you singing it now!

Lyrics to 26 Miles
The Four Preps—1958
Twenty-six miles across the sea
Santa Catalina is a-waitin' for me,
Santa Catalina, the island of romance,
romance, romance, romance.
Water all around it ev'rywhere,
tropical trees and the salty air,
but for me the thing that's a-waitin'
there's romance.
It seems so distant, twenty-six miles away, restin'
in the water serene.
I'd work for anyone, even the Navy, who would
float me to my island dream.
Twenty-six miles, so near, yet far.
I'd swim with just some water wings and
my guitar.
I can leave the wings but I'll need the guitar
for romance, romance, romance, romance.
Twenty-six miles across the sea
Santa Catalina is a-waitin' for me,
Santa Catalina, the island of romance,
romance, romance, romance.
Water all around it ev'rywhere,
tropical trees and the salty air,
but for me the thing that's a-waitin'
there's romance.
A tropical heaven out in the ocean covered
with trees and girls.
If I have to swim I'd do it forever till
I'm gazin' on those island pearls.
Forty kilometers in a leaky old boat,
Any old thing that'll stay afloat.
When we arrive we'll all promote romance,
romance, romance

Page 3

Supplement to Alumni Directory 2013
(Please make the changes to your 2013 Directory)
Amstutz, Marvin
Deceased
Bray, Melvin E.
Deceased
Cunningham, Hugh Deceased
Deffebach, Gene
Deceased
Douglas, James
Deceased
Hinchcliff, L.G.
Deceased
Markus, Dale George Deceased
Marquardt, Walter
Deceased
McCaskill, Donald
Deceased
Miller, George
Deceased
Peart, Claude
Deceased
Rubin, Julius
Deceased
Schliska, Edward
Deceased
Summer, Stanley
Deceased
Thompson, James E. Deceased
Trepes, Clarence C. Deceased
Zug, Richard “Dick” Deceased

2/26/2013
8/3/2007
1/11/2014
10/25/2016
7/30/2017
5/25/2014
3/2/2016
12/26/2012
5/15/2014
11/12/2018
6/12/2010
4/9/2016
1/29/2018
8/27/2006
12/27/2017
2/28/2018
1/4/2018

NOTICE
* In the January Newsletter the email for Hank Strub
was incorrect it has now been corrected below.

Attention: Shipmates
I’m in the prep stages of gathering info for my USS
STODDARD model as she was configured in 1966-68 and
would like to know if any of you have any exterior photos of
the ship you can share. I’m specifically looking for photos
of:
Side view of the forward stack with DesRon 21 Logo.
Views of the superstructure, particularly the
01 Level amidships and bridge area.
Mast & RADAR/After Stack & assorted RADARs.
01 Level–any views of superstructure and equipment.
Fantail with deck equipment.
Thanks for any help you might give me.

Hank Strub

Address:
824 Spring Drive Ext.
Winston-Salem, NC 27107

PN3 1966-1968

* Email: hms@triad.rr.com
Cell 336-816-2275
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Memories of USS Stoddard during the Cuban Missile Crises
Fred Crenshaw SK3 1960-1964
The ship was in San Diego and we were out and tied to a buoy across from the Naval Air Station.
We may have been on Port/Starboard Liberty for the officers, but I do not remember if the crew was allowed to go a shore. I was on duty in the Supply Office at the Quarter Deck and the Captain (Cdr. Collier)
returned to the ship late this evening and we immediately began preparations for getting under way in the
night.
I saw no documents or paperwork, but surmised that our President J.F.K., had made a decision to
beefed up the screen of American warships off Cuba to prevent another shipload of missiles from Russia
porting in Cuba. We got underway in the dark of night with the crew and officers that were aboard. By
dawn of the following morning, we were at sea and it was announced that our destination was Panama.
The next morning the folks of San Diego awoke to a harbor without any ships that had been there
the night before, but the Navy was no where to be seen. Everything that could bring up steam, had left.
Those who were left behind (remember, no cell phones then), were flown to Panama probably from the Naval Air Station at San Diego.
The second night out off Mexico, in the dark of night, “Bong, Bong, Bong, Bong,
“Battle Stations, All hands - man your Battle Stations - This is not a drill. Bong, Bong, Bong”…
With my dungaree shirt in hand, shoes without socks, I was off to the Bridge with my heart in my mouth.
The captain was already on the Bridge, in Command, and I am fumbling around with trying to get my shirt
on and the Headphones properly affixed on my head.
What was next?....
Later that night I learned that the Sonar folks picked
up a return (Bong - Bing, Bong – Bing).
In my head, I though a Russian Submarine, as we
were in station around a carrier (I don’t remember
which one). Now my stomach and my heart are in my
mouth. This is for real and I could see the back cover
of my short – “Book of Life”.
Never knew, was it a sub and who’s, a poor
lonely whale migrating along the coast
of Mexico, or perhaps just a “Drill” for battle readiness.
I am sure the Captain knew.
This is still in my memory clear as day. I have never forgotten these moments. Perhaps someone
out there can continue from here and fill out this or their events from memory.
Fred

From USS Stoddard History Books—July, 1945
Excerpt:
Stoddard was detached from TF 38, the
fast carrier task force, once during that period
of time, on 23 July to join DesDiv 113 in a
bombardment of Chi Chi Jima in the Bonins.
After the cessation of hostilities on 15 August,
she continued to cruise the waters near Japan
with TF 38 to cover the occupation forces. She
cleared Japanese waters from 21 September
until 7 October while she underwent availability at Eniwetok, then returned for training exercises until November. On 18 November, she
Fort
Gorges
Casco
Bay States.
departed
Japan
forinthe
United

Calendar Islands—Casco Bay

Stoddard 26 July 1945 alongside USS Yorktown CV-10
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This is a follow up from the article in the January-2018 -USS Stoddard Newsletter
“Navy Rescues Drifting Youth Unharmed After Ordeal At Sea” By George Eagle
Submitted by Dal Koke PN3 1960-1962
Letter and Photos from Fred Crenshaw—SK3 1960-1964
I enjoyed reading again the newspaper article about the 5 young men who were rescued at sea off Hawaii after
they had drifted over night without food or water. I think that this may have been published earlier but I didn’t keep
the copy. However, the below images were taken of their rescue but I had to dig into my old “slides” from so long ago.

Also digging around in my vault, I came across the following images of the Stoddard’s Rescue of the crew of the S.S.
Yanix. We arrived on the ship during daylight hours somewhere out at sea. As a Storekeeper then, I had no idea of
where we were, but we did take on the crew, fed them, and I think they were onboard the Stoddard for a night or two.
The disposition of this crew was taken to port I believe, but don’t remember, the ship sank that first night from sight.

Fred

Bob Hoog’s LTJG 1961-1963—Letter to wife Caroline on the Yanix Rescue –1962
I have some very interesting news for you about these past three days in Stoddard history. Monday morning
we picked up an SOS from a Greek freighter that had a bad leak in #1 hold. It’s position was about forty miles north of
Luzon and we were about 130 miles north of that. In the morning before we got the SOS we were the first ship to refuel
from the oiler –then we received the SOS and since we were the only one with enough fuel we shoved off for the distress
at 29 knots. About five hours later we reached the scene. Standing by when we got there were two merchant tankers
and a small Navy ship. The name of the ship was Yanix and it was an old American Liberty ship. The ship itself was in
real bad shape with rust all over. Apparently I n the heavy seas the night before a seam had split and with so much
water plus it’s cargo of magnesium ore there was danger of its #2 hold bulk head breaking. Well after following them
for awhile (they were doing about five knots) in an effort to reach the coast and beach the ship. Before we got there the
other Navy ship had taken off twenty of the twenty-nine crew members, so there were still nine on board including the
Captain.
After an hour or so I guess they gave up the cause and requested that we wend them a boat and take them
Saigon
off. Apparently with the cargo and water the ship was breaking up inside and there was nothing we could do about it.
When we got the crew aboard, we requested to sink the ship as a hazard to navigation but our request was denied and
we were ordered to stick around until the ship either sank or a salvage ship arrived. Well I had the 20-24 watch on the
bridge and around 2300 the ship disappeared from our radar scopes. We searched for it with lights and our fire control
radar but never found it. The next morning we saw wreckage and one of the ship’s boats, so apparently the thing sank
although no one actually saw it do so. Well we steamed down toward Manila the rest of yesterday and late last night
pulled in. There were several photographers plus the Greek Consulate and a Vice Consulate from the
U. S. Embassy. After a few hours we were ready to head up for Subic Bay.

Bob
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al plapp,
chaplain…

Chaplain’s Corner

President: Dan & Roxane Withers
email: dwithers@rodaxwireless.com
Secretary/Newsletter Editor: Carlene Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net
Treasurer: Bill Melyan
email: keystonewillie@verizon.net
Storekeeper: Marlene Brant
email: tmbrant@sbcglobal.net
Chaplain: Al Plapp
email: aplapp@ims-1.com
Webmasters: Dan & Roxane Withers
email: dwithers@rodaxwireless.com
Email/Database Coordinator: John Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net
**DUES NOTICE**
Please check your mailing label to make certain
your dues date is correct. The year of your last
dues payment is above your name.
2018
John Doe
123 Main Street
Anywhere, USA 00000
If the dues date on your mailing label is 2016, we
will be unable to mail you the next newsletter. It is
available on our website at www.ussstoddard.org.

We will be unable to attend this year’s reunion
as I will be on another healing journey back to
Vietnam with veterans. The Vietnamese people are so
compassionate and welcoming towards our veterans
despite that war inflicted upon them. When there we
truly come to understand the concept that we can
love our “enemy”.
Some have asked me why I talk so much
about the surgery project, educational scholarships,
clinics etc. The question becomes, “ I thought you
were working with veterans”. An integral part of healing for our veterans is for the veteran to give back to
the Vietnamese who were directly or indirectly affected by the war, mostly agent orange victims. The veterans directly participate in the clinics and awarding of
money for the projects we sponsor. The veterans
participation frequently brings tears of healing compassion and understanding to their journey of transformation of PTSD into healing warrior wisdom. We
pray you will have a great reunion and wish everyone
safe travels. Please keep us in your thoughts and
prayers as we journey towards healing.

Blessings Al and Kathy
May They Rest In Peace
Amstutz, Marvin
Bray, Melvin E.
Cunningham, Hugh
Deffebach, Gene
Douglas, James
Hinchcliff, L. G.
Markus, Dale George
Marquardt, Walter
McCaskill, Donald
Miller, George L.
Peart, Claude
Rubin, Julius
Schliska, Edward
Summer, Stanley
Thompson, James E.
Trepes, Clarence C.
Zug, Richard “Dick”

54-55
58-62
62-64
45-45
54-57
56-57
59-62
44-45
55-55
53-54
44-46
67-68
54-56
54-56
55-59
44-46
50-51

ET1
2/26/2013
RD3
8/3/2007
SPG1
1/11/2014
S1
10/25/2016
RD2
7/30/2017
LCDR
5/25/2014
MM2
3/2/2016
TM3
12/26/2012
SN
5/15/2014
MM3
11/12/2017
GM2
6/12/2010
FT2
4/9/2016
QM3
1/29/2018
SK1
8/27/2006
CS2
12/27/2017
SO2
2/28/2018
ET3
1/4/2018
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Price
Qty.
TOTAL
$24
_______
_________
$24
_______
_________
$25
_______
_________
$26
_______
_________
$27
_______
_________
_________
$24
_______
$24
_______
_________
$25
_______
_________
$26
_______
_________
$27
_______
_________
_______
$21
_________
_______
$21
_________
_______
$23
_________
_______
$26
_________
$21
_______
_________
_______
$21
_________
_______
$23
_________
_______
$26
_________
$37
_________
$37
_______
$39
_______
_________
_________
$13
_______
$13
_______
_________
______
$6
_______
$_________
Subtotal
Shipping
$
8.00
$6
_______
_________
$6
_______
_________
$8
_______
_________
$20
_______
_________
$8
_______
_________
_________
$5
_______
__________
________
$10
$5
_______
_________
*TOTAL ORDER $_________

CITY______________________STATE_________ZIP__________

STREET_______________________________________________

Ship to: NAME________________________________________

*Checks only payable to: USS Stoddard Alumni Association

SORRY NO CREDIT CARDS

(Below Items Shipping Included)
Stoddard Pic. 8 X 10 (Side View)
Stoddard Pic. 8 X 10 (Rear View)
Stoddard Pic. 11X17 (Color)
Stoddard License Plate
Stoddard Sinking DVD
4” Stoddard Patch
31/2 x 4 Steamin Demon Patch
Stoddard Alumni Pin

Item
Size
Golf Shirt – navy
M
Golf Shirt – navy
L
Golf Shirt – navy
XL
Golf Shirt – navy
XXL
Golf Shirt – navy
XXXL
Golf Shirt – white
M
Golf Shirt – white
L
Golf Shirt – white
XL
Golf Shirt – white
XXL
Golf Shirt – white
XXXL
Sweatshirt – navy
L
Sweatshirt – navy
XL
Sweatshirt – navy
XXL
Sweatshirt – navy
XXXL
Sweatshirt – cream
L
Sweatshirt – cream
XL
Sweatshirt – cream
XXL
Sweatshirt – cream
XXXL
Jacket – navy (LT.WT.)
L
Jacket – navy (LT.WT.)
XL
Jacket – navy (LT.WT.)
XXXL
Stoddard Ball Hat –navy
Stoddard Ball Hat (mesh)-navy
Stoddard Coffee Mug

Phone: 765-659-3605 Email: tmbrant@sbcglobal.net

TO: Marlene Brant
508 S. Maish Road
Frankfort, IN 46041

USS STODDARD SHIP’S STORE-ORDER FORM
USS Stoddard Alumni Association

4337 S Hwy 51

Perryville, MO 63775

