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ALUMNI NEWSLETTER  

Joe and Marilyn Harpster are  the 
hosts for the 19th Annual 
Stoddard Reunion.   

Dear Stoddard Alumni,  

     We are working hard to finalize ar-
rangements for the upcoming reunion 
in the Buffalo/Niagara area.  At the 
request of your Webmaster Dan With-
ers and your Alumni Secretary Car-
lene Rauh, this note provides some 
preliminary information for your plan-
ning use.  

     Several proposals have been re-
ceived from candidate host hotels; 
Marilyn and I plan to make a site visit 
early in 2007 to finalize the selection, 
and to establish the Reunion dates.  
We want to report that we will most 
likely choose a hotel in the Niagara 
Falls area, to take advantage of all the 
sights and action around this unique 
Wonder of the World.  If you have 
been there, you surely know that it 
can easily take several days to enjoy 
the sights; if you have never been 
there, you will not want to miss the 
opportunity to spend extra time in the 
area.  

Our tentative plans are:  

Wednesday :  Registration and evening 
welcome gathering in the Hospitality   

from  president,                         

         Joe Harpster...  

 

      

USS The Sullivans-
Bufffalo, NY 

Niagara Falls 

Room.  

Thursday : bus tour to the Canadian 
side of the Falls - stroll along the park 
area by the Falls, deluxe box lunch at 
the park, viewing of the Falls and sur-
rounding areas from the renowned 
Skylon Tower (775 ft high observation 
deck, providing panoramic views up 
to 80 miles around on a clear day), 
visit to the famed Floral Clock and 
Table Rock House, see the great 
whirlpool rapids and cable cars, take 
a scenic drive along the Niagara River, 
and visit the charming, picturesque 
and historic town of Niagara -on-the -
Lake, among other sites.  

For the adventuresome , Thursday 
evening might lure you to the Seneca 
Niagara Casino down the street from 
the hotel where you can try Lady 
Luck, take in the sights and sounds 
of main street Niagara.  

Friday :  Because some of you may 
have experienced the grandeur of Ni-
agara Falls, we plan to offer a tour 
choice:  

Option 1:  A special US Niagara State 
Park Pass to spend the day visiting 
the US side of the Falls.  
Option 2:  For those who have re-
cently visited the area, or prefer a 
more dry and relaxing pace, we plan 
to schedule an alternate tour, to the 
Lockport Locks, where you will enjoy 
a two hour ride on a boat through 
several turn of the century locks, ex-
perience the scenic sites along the 
Erie Canal.         
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    Thank you!  

 Al & Kathy, John & Carlene 
for hosting a great Stoddard 
Reunion.   

Stoddard Alumni 

2006 Reunion Highlights                                       
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  King Tom & Queen Jewel 

Bellingrath Gardens 

from email 
coordinator,  

bob hoag...  

con’t from page 1 

     There will be a buffet dinner 
Friday night, to feature the local 
flavors of Buffalo.  

Saturday :  We will visit the Naval 
and Military Park where the USS 
Sullivans (DD-537) is docked, 
along with the USS Little Rock 
(CL-92, later CLG-4) – the only 
guided missile cruiser that is a 
museum ship in the US.  We will 
have our Memorial Service 
aboard the Sullivans.  

     We will return to our host ho-
tel after this tour, hold our an-
nual business meeting, then 
feast at our banquet, with music 
and entertainment for your en-
joyment.  

     The dates for the Reunion will 
depend on the hotel we select, as 
the availability to host our group 
is different at each hotel.  But 
mark your calendar now for Sep-
tember 2007, and plan to join us 
for another grand gathering!  
     Niagara is 20 miles from the 
Buffalo airport.  If you plan to fly 
to the area to attend the Reun-
ion, please let us know early so 
we can explore transportation 
options for those who might need 
this service.  We will have the 
registration forms for you after 
the arrangements have been fi-
nalized.  If you know now that 
you plan to attend, please let us 
know early by phone: 1-800 -362 -
1771,or email:                    
jharpster@intekflow.com , or fax: 
614 -895 -0319, so we can better 
plan for the events; the early 
heads -up will be very helpful to 
us as we are making all the ar-
rangements from our home in 
Ohio.  
     Our host hotel will be the 
Quality Hotel & Suites “At the 
Falls“  - $89 per night, plus tax, 
includes breakfast buffet.  Reser-
vations:  1-877 -282 -1212.  Com-
pete itinerary and registration 
will be on line and in the March 
Newsletter.  We look forward to 
seeing you in September.  

 

Dear Friends,  

      All the plans, and now it’s 
over.  We hope that everyone en-
joyed the Southern hospitality as 
much as we did.  

     From the tour of beautiful Bel-
lingrath Gardens, the cruise on 
the Fowl River, the trip to Naval 
Air Museum, and the impressive 
Memorial Service aboard the USS 
Alabama, it was a great reunion.  

      We enjoyed hosting such a 
great group.  Our reunions have 
become as much a family reun-
ion as a ship’s reunion.  Also 
thank all of you for your notes 
and cards of appreciation.  It 
was our pleasure . 

                               Sincerely,  

Kathy & 
Al Plapp 

Carlene & 
John Rauh 

A special thank you to Kathy 
and Al Plapp for donating the 
“USS Stoddard DD566 Reun-
ion” Welcome Banner to the 

Stoddard Alumni.  

     Please remember to notify me 
if your email address changes.  
Also, if you have your spam filter 
set too high, your email messages 
will not come through to you 
unless you allow the email from 
us.  

     I continue to have a large 
number of emails come back and 
undeliverable.  



 

Annual Business Meeting 2006  

 

   18 th  Annual Stoddard Alumni Meeting  

Mobile. Alabama  

      There was a discussion concerning annual dues.  It 
was decided that the annual dues should remain at $10.   

     Dan and Roxanne Withers, webmasters, asked  for 
alumni members to go on line and check their bio.  If it is 
not correct or if there are additions,  please let them 
know.  

     Dave Pietz, Storekeeper, will have an order form in 
each newsletter for anyone wishing to order from the 
Ship’s Store.   

     Fred Grimm, Treasurer, submitted his financial state-
ment, which was unanimously approved.  The financial 
statement will be in the January Newsletter.  Fred re-
ported that dues receipts have double since last year.   

     Bob Hoag, e-mail coordinator, reminded those with 
new email address to notify him.  He still has a number 
of emails bouncing back.  

     Dues envelopes will be included with the January 
Newsletter.  The label on the newsletter will indicated the 
last year dues was paid.  Alumni Directories will be 
mailed with the January Newsletter to save postage.   

The following donations were approved by the members:   

Historic Ships  $200  

USS Alabama $200  

Combat Crafts of America $300            

     Joe Harpster will serve as President for 2007.  Joe 
and Marilyn will host the 2007 in Buffalo -Niagara Falls.   

     John Laible and John Gerten will serve as co-
presidents for the 2008 year.  They will host the reunion 
in Seattle, WA. 

     Tommy Brant and Fred Grimm will serve as co-
presidents in 2009.  The reunion will be in Indianapolis.   

     Byron Goodwin will continue to serve as Chaplin; 
Fred Grimm as Treasurer; Carlene Rauh, Secretary; Dan 
and Roxane Withers, webmasters; Bob Hoag, e-mail coor-
dinator; and Dave Pietz, Storekeeper.  

     The meeting adjourned to the next annual meeting.  

 

   Carlene Rauh, Secretary  

f rom secretary,  

  carlene rauh ...  
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     Cricket and I had thought about attending 
the Stoddard reunions for several years.   Un-
fortunately, our business deadlines always got 
in the way.   Now that we have sold the com-
pany and retired, we decided that it was time 
to attend in Mobile.    

      After we confirmed our attendance with the 
Stoddard reunion committee, made our flight 
and hotel reservations, we began to worry --  
worry that maybe we wouldn't know any one, 
maybe there were clicks or groups and we 
would not be accepted.  We had, however, al-
ready committed —so off we went.  

     Wow, we had nothing to worry about.  What 
a wonderful, fun, enjoyable group of people—
Stoddard alum's!!!   Not only did we thoroughly 
enjoy each and every one who was there but 
t h e  s p e c i a l  t r i p s  w e r e  r e a l l y  
great!!!   We reminisced, laughed, caught up on 
present, old, new and departed shipmates and 
families, laughed, renewed friendships, 
laughed some more, told stories, laughed more 
and made true friends that we feel will now last 
a lifetime.  We thoroughly enjoyed the wonder-
ful bond that only shipmates and their families 
will understand.  

     In fact we had such a great time that 
Cricket and I along with our good shipmate 
John Gerten (TMC USNR Retired) have volun-
teered to be hosts in 2008 for the Stoddard re-
union in Seattle, Washington.    

    Over my naval career, I've never doubted the 
special bonds shared by ships company, this 
reunion reconfirmed all of the commitment and 
honor shared by shipmates and their wonder-
ful supporting families.    

  Shipmates and Friends,  

       John and Cricket Laible  
 Ens/Lt.Jg "66 -68"   Captain Retired  



WELCOME ABOARD!  NEW MEMBERS  
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Andruszkiewicz Marion CSC 1969 1969 
Bache Richard QM3 1951 1952 
Bicek Milo SN 1951 1951 
Bode Jon CTC 1967 1968 
Borton Terry BT3 1967 1968 
Bradic Raymond FN 1951 1952 
Brennan Robert MM2 1951 1953 
Caburian Abraham TN 1968 1969 
Carvalho Albert SF1 1953 1955 
Casey Paul SH2 1951 1954 
Clarridge Brian LTJG 1967 1968 
Coffey Michael SN 1955 1959 
Crane Dennis RD1 1966 1968 
Crocker Warren SN 1968 1969 
Ehmke James EN3 1965 1966 
Ennis Melvin BM2 1965 1965 
Erickson Norton GMG1 1967 1968 
Folkertsma Kenneth FN 1968 1969 
Friedrich Titus FN 1965 1966 
Gorman Robert FTGSN 1966 1966 
Grady Blaine ETCM 1963 1965 
Greiner Ronald RM3 1968 1969 
Gundry Edward IC3 1968 1969 
Hale James BT1 1963 1965 
Hatmaker Jim SF3 1967 1968 

Hermes Raymond CSSN 1951 1952 
Hestera Leonard FN 1965 1968 
Hetzel Phillip GMG3 1962 1966 
Holley Wesley EM3 1953 1953 
Holtzelaw Wayne MM1 1965 1967 
Horn Marvin SN 1965 1968 

Hostetler Randy GM3 1967 1968 
Hubacek George F1c 1944 1946 
Hubbard Peter LT 1965 1968 
Irish Dennis E-3 1966 1968 
Ivey Lowell CS3 1968 1969 
Jardas Joseph BT3 1966 1966 
Kaelberer John LCDR  1965 1967 
Karl Gary FGT3 1967 1968 
Kattner Harry YN2 1968 1969 
Kiger Thomas BT3 1968 1969 
Kneebone Franklin SKCS 1965 1967 
Lawrence Archie LT 1968 1968 
Leiendecker David LTJG 1966 1969 
Lieberenz Raymond FTG3 1968 1969 
Light Ronald GMG2 1968 1969 
Lind Jack LTJG 1953 1953 
Mantovani Eugene FN 1966 1968 
Margelewski Richard FN 1968 1969 
McAdams Robert LT 1957 1958 

Meyer Gene ETN3 1968 1968 
Michaud Rodney FN 1968 1969 
Midling Roger BT1 1967 1969 
Mosco Mark FN 1967 1969 
Nelson Earliest RM2 1965 1969 
Neveu Jeff EM3 1968 1969 
Peart Claude GM2 1944 1946 
Podischeine Ronald ETN2 1967 1969 
Presswood Mike RD2 1967 1969 
Pyles Jr. Roy RM2 1968 1969 
Rolene Gary FN 1965 1966 
Rosenquist David STG2 1966 1969 
Schneweis Darie SFP3 1968 1968 
Schuck Robert LTJG 1968 1968 
Schutte Robert LTJG  1966 1967 
Seigle Francis FTM3 1968 1969 
Sesslar Edward SF1 1968 1968 
Shadler Clyde SN 1951 1952 
Short Terry SN 1968 1969 
Stokes Roger LTJG 1967 1969 
Tatum Leigh FN 1968 1969 
Tooke Stanley FN 1951 1952 
Trepes C Charles SO2 1944 1946 
Turner Lloyd MM3 1965 1966 
Vecolitis August MM1 1944 1946 
Waldron Joseph GMSN 1951 1952 
Walls Claudy "Bulkhead" RD1 1967 1969 
Wells Billy F1C 1944 1946 
Wiese Curtis SlC 1944 1946 
Williams Artie MM3 1960 1963 
Woolverton Daniel FN 1964 1966 

 

from your webmasters,  

 dan and roxane...  

     The 2006 Mobile Reunion photos are on the 
web site.  Those attending the reunion will receive 
a CD with the reunion photos.   

     When you have time, please check out the web 
site and also check your bio information.  If you 
have corrections or additions, let us know.   

     Also, if you discover new photos or have infor-
mation that we may use on the web page, please 
send it to us.  



 

2006 Mobile Reunion  
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18TH STODDARD REUNION ATTENDEES  

 
Altherr, Clem 53-55 MM2 

Anaya, Art  62-62 MM2 

Bailey, Frank 58-60 * 

Balzer, Glen 64-66 ET3 
Batiste, Ernest 68-69 SH2 

Brant, Tommy 60-61 YNSN 

Butler, Robert 67-69 BT3 

Carter, Franklin 60-61 LCDR/HM1 

Clay, Joseph 56-58 IC3 

Coffey, Michael 55-59 SN 

Dolan, Lemuel 58-60 BT2 

Donovan, Tim 55-56 RMC 

Elkins, Royce 58-61 HMSN 

Fix, Robert 66-67 SN 

Frye, Ralph 52-53 SK2 

Gary Lee 68-69 BT3 

Gerten, John 66-67 TM3D/TMC 

Goodwin, Byron 58-62 RM2 

Grimm, Fred 56-60 PN2 

Grindell, Clyde 52-54 ET2 

Harpster, Joe 50-54 MM1 

Hawkins, Loid 54-54 SN 

Hayden, Oscar 66-68 BT1 

Heath, Victor 61-62 RD3 

Henry, Allan 51-54 MM2 

Hoag, Bob 61-63 LTJG/CAPT 

Holley, Wesley 53-53 EM3 

Hummell, Donald 51-52 EMFN 

Jones, Casey 58-61 SM3 

Laible, John 66-69 ENS 

Liske, Paul 64-68 MM2 

Magill, Robert 51-54 DC2 

Maholm, Joe 66-69 BT2 

Markey, John 54-55 CS2 

Moore, Ralph 59-61 GMG3 

Morrell, Charles 65-69 SN 

Nemec, Leroy 56-57 QMSN 

Paul Hanna 59-62 RD2 

Pietz, Dave 60-62 ET3 

Plapp, Al 65-66 MME3 

Puckett, Troy 52-54 DK2 

Ramsey, Wayne 61-62 RD1 

Rauh, John 67-68 SK3 

Scram, Andrew 60-63 LT 

Shea, Irving 52-56 BRCM 

Stone, Gary 62-66 BT3 

Thomas Davis 44-46 MM3 

Tristan, Diego 65-69 SF2 

Turner, Lloyd 65-66 MM3 

Walz, Anthony 51-54 MM2 

Warnes, William 51-51 ETC 

Wilder, James 44-46 FC2 

Withers, Dan 65-66 ET3 

Ladies of the USS Stoddard 

18th Annual USS Stoddard Alumni Reunion 

 

2007 DUES ARE DUE 

     A dues envelope is enclosed with this newsletter.    
The date above your name on the mailing label 
shows your current dues date.  

       
     Because of the higher cost to mail the newsletter, 
we are unable to continuing the mailings, if dues are 
not paid.  Also, all those with paid dues are receiving 
their Alumni Directory with this mailing.  Those at-
tending the reunion in Mobile received their direc-
tory.  The newsletter and other information can be 
accessed from our website:   www.ussstoddard.org .  

USS Stoddard Alumni 



TAPS:    

from chaplain, byron  goodwin...  
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Bailes James LCDR 66 66 10/22/02 
Berger David SN 51 52 02/15/02 
Bethany Alton BTG2 51 52 04/26/06 
Bollin Claude S2C 44 46 05/26/90 
Christiansen Wilfred SOM3 44 46 10/25/01 
Clithero Donley MM1 44 46 06/14/01 
Colucci Dominic S1C 44 46   
Ervin Hollis MM2 44 46   
Garvin, Sr George MM3 44 46 05/21/05 
Gast Charles BT3 66 68 01/12/05 
Grump Charles FCS3 51 52 07/15/96 
Gump Charles FCS3 51 52 07/15/96 
Guyer William QMS3 51 52 07/17/04 
Kardos Ernest SlC 44 46 08/02/06 
Kluesner Leander S2C 44 46 06/16/05 
Laganowski MIchael Slc 44 46   
Lennit Walter StM1C 44 46 08/09/01 
Logan Adelbert       09/26/03 
Loring George EM3 51 52 07/12/03 
Moffitt Keener F1C 44 46 09/06/94 
Palardy Joseph FN 51 52 12/15/97 
Price Stephen LTJG 66 67 09/20/06 
Selbo Harold SN 51 52 06/22/96 
Slate Robert LT 67 69 06/20/02 
Sode Albert BT1 68 69 03/06/03 
Steinhaus Wendell SlC 44 46 06/16/05 
Stuecklin Robert SN 44 46 06/09/05 
Valega Lucien RD3 51 52 07/08/98 
Volkart Carl FN 58 60 10/22/84 
Waide Robert SN 51 52 03/31/98 
Wheat Jimmy SM3 67 68 01/09/03 
Wickner Almer CS1 58 58 03/02/01 

Chaplin Goodwin  

Memorial Services  

USS Alabama  

Jewel, Mary Lou, & Dee  

Wreath Ceremony  

 USS Alabama  

May They Rest In Peace 

Ship’s Store  

dave pietz, storekeeper...  

 

USS STODDARD SHIP’S STORE 

ORDER FORM 

 

TO:  Dave Pietz, Storekeeper  

         7133 Lily Way, Brownsvalle, CA  95918  

Email:  dpietz @wildblue.net                 Phone:  530 742 -2661  

 

      Item           Size         Price        Qty.        TOTAL  

Golf Shirt —navy  M  $25  ____________________ 

Golf Shirt —navy  L  $25  ____________________ 

Golf Shirt —navy   X-L  $25  ____________________ 

Golf Shirt —navy  XX-L  $27  

Golf Shirt —white  M  $25  ____________________ 

Golf Shirt —white  L  $25  ____________________ 

Golf Shirt —white   X-L  $25  ____________________ 

Golf Shirt —white  XX-L  $27   

Sweatshirt —navy  M  $20  ____________________ 

Sweatshirt —navy   X-L  $20  ____________________ 

Sweatshirt —navy  XX-L  $25  

Sweatshirt —cream  M  $20  ____________________ 

Sweatshirt —cream   X-L  $20  ____________________ 

Sweatshirt —cream  XX-L  $25  

Jacket -navy   M  $45  ____________________ 

Jacket —navy   L  $45  ____________________ 

Jacket —navy    X-L  $45  ____________________ 

Jacket —navy   XX-L  $47  

Stoddard Ball Hat —navy   $13  

Blue Stoddard Drawstring Sack   $ 5 

Stoddard Coffee Mug     $ 6 

VCR Tape (History Channel)  

Destroyer -Heavy Metal    $22  

    Subtotal  $ 

    Shipping  $ 6.00  

    *TOTAL DUE  $ 

Ship to:                   *Payable to:  USS Stoddard Assn.  

______________________________________ 

Name 

_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________ 

Address  



Presidents:  Joe Harpster                     
     email: 
jharpster@intekflow.com  
                            
Secretary:  Carlene Rauh  
     email:  cjrauh@ldd.net 
 
Treasurer:  Fred Grimm 
     email:  
grimmfred_@hotmail.com 
 
Storekeeper:  David Pietz 
     email:  
dpietz@wildblue.net 
 
Chaplain:  Byron Goodwin 
     email:  
gbugsy@sbcglobal.net 
 
Webmasters: Dan & Roxane 
Withers 
     email:  
dwithers@rodaxwireless.com 
 
Email coordinator:   
Bob Hoag 
     email:  rwh@donobi.net 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
  Carlene Rauh 
     email:  cjrauh@ldd.net 
 
 
   

 

Stoddard Alumni Association  

Financial Statement  

December 31, 2006  

                       INCOME  

Beginning Balance:         $13,336.39  

Dues     $4,471.00  

Donations           55.00  

Ship’s Store      1,958.00  

Reunion Fees/Raffle                 23,826.75  

 2006 Total income     $30,310.75  

 

  EXPENSES  

Shipping and Postage  $1,389.41  

Misc (new deposit stamp etc.)     305.61  

Donations         700.00  

Newsletter & Directories    3,241.32  

Ship’s Store      2,493.54  

Reunion                  23,837.33  

 2006 Total Expenses  $31,967.21  

_______________________________________ 

  Beginning Balance   $13,336.39  

 2006 Income   $30,310.75  

  TOTAL  $43,647.14  

 Less 2006 Expenses           - $31,967.21  

 Ending Balance 12/31/06     *$11,679.93  

  

Respectfully submitted,  

   Fred Grimm, Treasurer  

 

*Ending balance does not include the 
Ship’s Store Inventory.   

USS STODDARD DD566 
WWII * Korea * Vietnam     treasurer,  

           fred grimm…  

 

USS Stoddard Alumni Newsletter            Page 7 

USS ALABAMA BATTLESHIP  

MEMORIAL PARK 

October 27, 2006  

Mr. Fred Grimm USS STODDARD  

22 Woodberry Drive  

Mt Vernon, OH 43050  

 

Dear USS STODDARD Members:  

       Thank you for your recent gift of 
$200.00 to the USS ALABAMA Battle-
ship Foundation.  Please accept our sin-
cere appreciation for your interest in 
and support of our efforts to rebuild 
Battleship Memorial Park.  

      Battleship Memorial Park suffered 
immense damage by Hurricane Katrina.  
Your donation will provide us with the 
opportunity to rebuild USS ALABAMA 
Battleship Memorial park.  The Park is 
home to two National Historic Land-
marks, Battleship USS ALABAMA (BB-
60), which is the State of Alabama's me-
morial to veterans of all branches of the 
United States Armed Services, and Sub-
marine USS DRUM (SS-228), another 
highly decorated WW11 vessel.   

      Battleship Memorial Park provides a 
place for young and old alike to experi-
ence history of yesteryear and remem-
ber that "Freedom is not free."  

     We sincerely appreciate your sup-
port; and commitment to USS ALA-
BAMA Battleship Memorial Park.  We 
are glad you had a memorable experi-
ence aboard the USS ALABAMA.  

         Sincerely,  

  William N Tunnell, Jr                                                         

 

USS Alabama 
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