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USS STODDARD DD566
WWII * Korea * Vietnam

36th Reunion - Omaha, Nebraska
September 23rd—26th, 2026

Bob & Sharon
Wagner

Email: rhwags2@cox.net

Cell 402-740-0429

Sharon and I are looking forward to hosting the
2026 USS Stoddard Alumni Reunion in Omaha, Nebraska this year.

We have several stops on our reunion tours that we think you will en-
joy. We would have loved to take you all to Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo and
Aquarium, that was rated the #1 Zoo in the nation however it entails a lot of
walking and time would not allow us to do it. You should add several days to
you trip to the reunion so that you can see the zoo and other sites that Omaha
has to offer. Our hotel offers a free area shuttle service so make sure you use
it to go to our great restaurants downtown.

Omaha is the most populous city in the U.S. State
of Nebraska. It is located in the Midwestern United
States along the Missouri River, about 10 mi north of the
mouth of the Platte River. Omaha had a population of
486,051 at the 2020 census, making it the 41st-most popu-
lous U.S. city. Omaha's pioneer period began in 1854, when
the city was founded along the Missouri River by speculators
from neighboring Council Bluffs, Iowa. It originally com-
prised a crossing called Lone Tree Ferry earning the city its nickname, the
"Gateway to the West". Omaha introduced this new West to the world in 1898,
when it played host to the World's Fair, dubbed the Trans-Mississippi Exposi-
tion. During the 19th century, Omaha's central location in the United States
spurred the city to become an important national transportation hub. Through-
out the rest of the 19th century, the transportation and jobbing sectors were
important in the city, along with its railroads and breweries. In the 20th centu-
ry, the Omaha Stockyards, once the world's largest, and its meatpacking plants
gained international prominence.
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Here are the places we plan to go on our reunion

BOYS TOWN-Established in 1917 by Father Edward J. Flanagan, Boys Town is a
national organization saving children and healing families across America. The
village was made famous by the 1938 award-winning movie "Boys Town," star-
ring Spencer Tracy and Mickey Rooney. The Hall of History features Tracy's

¢ Academy Award and presents an exciting review of Boys Town's founding and
impact on the lives of children. The Father Flanagan House Museum is the reno-
4 vated home of Boys Town's founder and features a glimpse at early life at Boys
Town. Other attractions on the 640-acre site include Father Flanagan's Tomb,

~ Dowd Memorial Chapel, Chambers Chapel, the Garden of the Bible, and the "Two
Brothers" and "The Work Continues" statues. Located inside the Visitor Center is
the Boys Town Gift Shop, the "World's Largest Ball of Postage Stamps" and the
Boys Town Café.

He Ain’t Heavy Father
He’s My Brother Lunch on your own at the “Boys Town Overlook Café”

e o o o e o o s e o o e o ke e o ok s o ok et e o et s o ot o ek S et St e s e o ot ek e e e e e R et e ]
LEE G. SIMMONS WILDLIFE SAFARI PARK-is a 440 acre drive-through wildlife ..' i -
park located near the town of Ashland, Nebraska, United States. The Park includes sce- __... i

nic prairies and wetlands that feature dozens of native North American animals includ- = =
ing bison, elk, cranes and new Wolf Canyon overlook along with tram rides and a v151tor
center. The park is affiliated with Henry Doorly Zoo. "Explore 4 miles of drive- through 3
wildlife, then walk among larger-than-life dinosaurs in Dinosaurs Unearthed: A Trek <. -
Through Time, an all-new immersive experience."

o o s e ot e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e et e i

FREEDOM PARK-serves as a United States Naval Museum on the Missouri River and is
home to the USS Marlin SST-2 Submarine and the USS Hazard AM-240 Minesweeper, An-
! " chor & Propeller Garden, Shipboard Rocket Launchers and a Douglas A-4D Skyhawk Jet
R Fighter and other aircraft.

USS Stoddard DD-566 Memorial Service to be held on board USS Hazard AM-240.
R T e A L L e L e e e L e S L L L R L S e

JOHNNY’S CAFE-opened in 1922 as a small eight-seat saloon located next to
the Omaha Stockyards. Founder, Frank Kawa, expanded the menu and foot-
print as the Stockyards and surrounding South Omaha community continued
to grow. Jack & Tom Kawa, Frank’s sons, took ownership of the restaurant in
the early 1960’s. At that time Johnny’s was open for breakfast, lunch and din-
ner catering to the Stockyard clientele and Omaha locals. In the 1970’s John-
ny’s underwent a major transformation two years in the making. The renovation
included installing the world-famous brass steer horn front doors
and improving the iconic dining room mural. (Lunch at Johnny’s is Included)
e o s o o o e o s o o o et ot e e e o ot e o ke e o ok e o o et e ot e e ot S e R R S o e e R e e R R e et e
gi " NEBRASKA VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL-honors the 396 Nebraska military per-
~ sonnel who were Killed In Action (KIA) during the Vietnam War and an additional four
1 Sailors from the USS Evans. The Memorial includes an honor wall bearing their names;
a restored UH-1 Huey helicopter and rescue display; 11 obelisks creating a historical
_J journey through the events of the Vietham War; flag poles for the flags of the United
W States, POW/MIA, and five branches of the U.S. Military; benches and greenspace for
' reflection and rest; and technological enhancements to sustain the experience and via-
E b111ty of the Memorial long-term connected to the Nebraska Vietnam Veterans Memorial
| Foundation (NVVMF) website www.NVVMF.org.

thL Uru,lnal
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Spotlight on a USS Stoddard Sailor
Serving During WWII, Korea & Vietnam

Calvin T. Pascetta, a retired Navy gunship sailor from North Las Ve-
gas, is one of those few who can claim he dodged bullets or artillery fire in
three wars. His 22-year Navy career began 41 days before Japanese war-
planes attacked the U.S. fleet at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.

A native of Philadelphia, he was 17
when his ship, the USS New Mexico, sailed
into Pearl Harbor after the attack. He was fol-
lowing the footsteps of his father, a career Na-
vy man who had fought in World War I. In
response to the attack, the Navy had beefed
up the USS New Mexico with new guns and
state-of-the-art radar.

“l wanted to get to the Pacific as quick as I
w could,” he said, reflecting on the war on his
P 90th birthday, Feb. 3.

Pascetta and his wife, Joanne, moved
to North Las Vegas in 2009 from Anaheim, Calif. They celebrated his birthday
with family and friends and a cake trimmed with a Navy insignia, much like
the decor and memorabilia throughout their home. He’s as fit as can be for a
combat-hardened nonagenarian. But the aftermath of the Pearl Harbor attack
is still fresh on his mind.

As his ship steamed through Hawaiian Territory waters at the onset of the war, and he saw the oil
from sunken ships and bodies that had floated up from them, “It just made me sick,” he said.

“l was devastated. What did I get myself into?” he asked. “The ships were all sunk. There was oil in the wa-
ter. It looked like it was almost a foot thick.”

During the war in the South Pacific, he also served on a landing craft — USS LST 589 — that made
seven assault landings at Luzon and six other islands to invade and retake the Philippines. The tour in-
volved evading torpedoes to deliver ammunition to Espiritu Santo and removing bodies, some that were boo-
by traps, from beaches that U.S. troops had invaded. “There were American soldiers, Marines and Japa-
nese. The stench was overbearing. I can never forget it,” he said.

In August 1945, about a week after the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, Japan, he witnessed the start
of the surrender when some low-ranking Japanese generals landed their Betty bombers on Ie Shima, Oki-
nawa, and gave themselves up.

“It was a relief,” he said. “I was going to live longer
because when we had loaded those troops to go to Japan, I
knew we wouldn’t make it back.”

By the time he retired from active duty on Dec. 13,
1963 at Long Beach Naval Station, Calif., the ships he
served on had fired salvos in crossfires at Wonsan Harbor on
the Korean peninsula in 1952 and 1953 and encountered
rifle fire sailing up the Saigon River when the Navy answered
France’s request to evacuate nearly 25,000 friendly Viet-
namese, Chinese nationals and anti-communist troops in
1955.
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(Continued From Page 3)

Because of the rules of engagement, his destroyer, the USS Stoddard, couldn’t fire its 5-inch guns.
“The Vietnamese were shooting at us but we couldn’t shoot back,” he said.

His closest brushes with death came during the Korean War.

As a gunner’s mate first class, he was awarded a Navy commendation for his actions on Aug. 10,
1952, when the USS Barton came under heavy enemy fire in Wonsan Harbor. North Korean troops fired
300 rounds at the ship, and the Barton fired back 388 rounds including many from Pascetta’s twin-
mount 5-inch guns.

“On his own initiative (he) quickly gathered the crew and ... brought the guns into action promptly
with telling effect on the enemy batteries. His prompt and decisive action with the ship under heavy fire
was of material assistance in silencing the enemy’s guns,” the citation reads.

Pascetta said he remembers looking through binoculars after one of his guns hit the target on the
third shot. “I could see bodies flying.”

The Barton stayed engaged until it ran out of ammunition. Then as the ship was underway, an
enemy round hit its stack. Shrapnel from the blast killed one of his crew members and best friend, Dale
Gray. “When I found him, he was still alive, but there was no way to save him.”

The following year, 1953, on the USS Irwin, again in a crossfire at Wonsan Harbor, Pascetta’s sin-
gle-handed manning of the gun made headlines. While under fire, he bolted to the ammo room, grabbed a
S-inch shell and powder charge, loaded the gun and set it on automatic fire before his crew arrived.

“The rest of his 13-man crew were at their stations before it became necessary to load the gun for the sec-
ond time — much to the relief of the sweating gunner’s mate,” the story reads.
So why did he stay in the Navy after World War II to risk his life in Korea?
“I was a lifer. This was my job.”
Mr. Calvin Thomas Pascetta, at the age of 99, of North Las Vegas, Nevada
passed away on Saturday, December 2, 2023. Calvin was born in Philadelphia, PA.

A DAY IN NAVAL HISTORY -12 OCTOBER 2000

On January 3rd, 2000, the destroyer THE SULLIVANS (DDG-68) moored in the port of Aden, Yemen,
for refueling. While her crew worked, unseen Al-Queda operatives pushed a small boat loaded with explo-
sives into the harbor. But the boat was overloaded and sank. US Navy ships called on Aden 3-4 times each
month for refueling, so the operatives bided their time, awaiting the next of Osama bin Laden's year 2000
millennium strikes.

Over 25 years ago, USS COLE (DDG-67) entered Aden harbor for refueling after transiting the Suez
Canal and Red Sea. She approached a fueling dolphin in the center of the harbor about 600 meters from
land. By 0930 she was moored, and at 10:30 she began what was expected to be a 4-hour fueling evolu-
tion. Fishing boats and other small craft crisscrossed the harbor observed by COLE's lookouts, who stood
with unloaded guns and orders not to shoot unless fired upon. About a quarter after eleven an inflatable
open boat approached the fueling destroyer. The deck watch stiffened, but the boat's two occupants re-
spectfully came to attention as their boat approached. Suddenly, at 1118, the boat sped up and crashed
into COLE's port side, amidships. Six hundred to 1000 pounds of high explosives crudely shaped to stove-
in COLE's hull detonated.

The explosion ripped a 40' X 60' gash in the hull, opening the mess deck to the sea. Hungry sailors
lining up for chow were blasted, seventeen in all were killed. CDR Kirk Lippold's damage controlmen strug-
gled to keep the destroyer afloat as the ship's IDC, HMC James Parlier, made his way to the deck. On the
way he came across a critically injured shipmate with several others standing by helplessly. Parlier had a
hatch taken off its hinges to transport the sailor to the deck and started CPR. But shortly another Chief
stopped him, saying there are many others worth saving who needed his help. Parlier left the critically in-
jured sailor to tend to the 39 other wounded. The shipmate died.

DONALD COOK (DDG-75) and HAWES (FFG-53) were shortly on the scene to provide assistance and
security. Over the next few days, the wounded were medevacked to Landstuhl Army Medical Center in Ger-
many. The Norwegian semi-submersible heavy lift ship Blue Marlin was retained to transport COLE back to
Mississippi, where she arrived on Christmas Eve. Her repairs totaled $240 million, nearly a quarter of her
original cost. A JAGMAN investigation concluded that CDR Lippold acted responsibly and could not have
prevented the attack. Despite this he was passed over for promotion in subsequent years, and retired from
the Navy at the grade of CDR in 2007.
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carlene rauh,
secretary...

cjrauh@LDD.net
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bill melyan,
treasurer...

keystonewillie@verizon.net

Sadly, the USS Stoddard Crew had to say
good bye to our resident poet, Tommy “Sprout” Da-
vis. For all of the alumni who had the pleasure of
enjoying reunions with Tommy, he will be missed.
He shared one of his poems with us at the 2016
reunion. The poem was his recollection of his pick-
et duty off Okinawa aboard the USS Stoddard.

Tommy Davis
July 2, 1924
April 19, 2026
101 Years Young

The Ship

She glides through the water
like a great white shark,
her silhouette is long and gray
moving at the speed of 38 knots,
this is just another day.

The guns are fully loaded
while radar searches the sky
protecting the island on picket,

it’s somebody’s time to die.

General quarters sounds through the ship,
planes are coming our way
every gun points to the sky
someone will have to pay.

Planes get closer, radar locks on
guns sing their deadly song
three planes hit the water, a ball of fire;
we have been out here too long.

Another day of picket duty,
The Stoddard is ready to fight
we stand together as a team of one
because we do things right.

The ship now lives in a watery grave
both ship and guns are at rest,

of all the ships that fought three wars
The Stoddard was the best.

-Sprout Davis 2016

USS Stoddard Alumni Association
Financial Statement
January 1, 2025 - December 31, 2025

Beginning Balance 1-1-2025 $ 24,092.59
INCOME - 2025

Membership Dues $ 1,298.00

Ship's Store $ 88.00

Bank Fee (Ck. Ret)$ 20.00

Donations $ 105.00

Reunion Fees $ 15,834.00
TOTAL INCOME $ 17,345.00

EXPENSES - 2025

Reunion Expenses $ 14,014.06

Newsletter Costs $ 1,519.51
Office Supplies $ 173.50
Bank Fees $ 51.00
Thank a Vet/Coins $ 37.80
Reunion Refunds $ 1,228.00

Hotel Deposit 2027 $ 500.00
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 17,523.87

Total Income $ 41,437.59

Minus Expenses $-17,523.87
Balance as of December 31,2025 ----$ 23,913.72

Respectfully Submitted,

Wetlcan Welyan

Treasurer
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USS STODDARD DD566
WWII * Korea * Vietham

President: Bob & Sharon Wagner
email: rhwags2@cox.net

Secretary/Newsletter Editor: Carlene Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net

Treasurer: Bill Melyan
email: keystonewillie@verizon.net

Storekeepers: Steve & Renee Romack
email: chief3r@gmail.com

Chaplain: John Laible
email: captjohn42@gmail.com

Webmasters: Dan & Roxane Withers
email: dwithers@rodaxwireless.com

Email/Database Coordinator: John Rauh
email: cjrauh@LDD.net

A Day in USS Stoddard History—25 July 1965

USS STODDARD (DD-566)

FPO, SAN FRANCISCO 96601

MEMORANDUM

From:
To:
Subj:

1.

Commanding Officer
All hands
News Release

Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet promulgated the following on 25 July
1965 for release to the wire service:

« TWO 7TH FLEET DESTROYERS CHALKED UP A FIRST IN THE IN-COUNTRY

OPERATIONS THURSDAY NIGHT (JULY22), WHEN THE USS STODDARD AND
THE USS JOHN R. CRAIG JOINED FORCES IN A MASS FIRE MISSION AGAINST A
VIET CONG CONCENTRATION IN THE I CORP AREA OF THE REPUBLIC OF
VIETNAM. MASS FIRING IS THE FIRING OF TWO OR MORE SHIPS ON ONE
TARGET, WITH ONE SHIP USING THE COMPUTER SOLUTIONS OF THE OTHER.
THE SHIPS FIRED OVER 40 ROUNDS OF FIVE-INCH HIGH EXPLOSIVES INTO
THE TARGET, A SUSPECTED VIET CONG ASSEMBLY AREA IN THE CA DE SONG
RIVER, ABOUT EIGHT MILES FROM THE DANANG HARBOR.

IMMEDIATE EVALUATION OF THE DAMAGE WAS NOT AVAILABLE, BUT A
SPOTTER REPORTED "VERY EFFECTIVE IMPACT ON THE TARGET."
WEATHER IN THE AREA WAS CLEAR, NO RETURN FIRE FROM THE BEACH
WAS REPORTED DURING THE ONE HOUR MISSION. THIS WAS THE FOURTH
NIGHT IN SUCCESSION THAT STODDARD HAS CONDUCTED SHORE
BOMBARDMENT FROM THE DANANG HARBOR. SHE HAS FIRED A TOTAL OF
281 ROUNDS DURING THESE MISSIONS. STODDARD'S COMMANDING
OFFICER IS CDR. CHARLES K. PRESGROVE OF CHULA VISTA, CALIFORNIA.
CRAIG IS COMMANDED BY CDR. J.K. JOBE.

R.J. BACKES
By direction
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john laible, chaplain

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
captjohn42@gmail.com

Dear God our Father, we are touched deep-
ly by the news of the death of our shipmates. We
pray that You will comfort their families and
friends as they have to face this sad news. We
pray, O Lord, that each one of us might examine
our hearts and be sure that we are prepared to
face eternity ourselves, for we know that life ap-
pears for a short time and then vanishes away.
Teach us to value each day as a gift from You and
help us to live each day of our lives to Your glory.
Grant us forgiveness for our failures and courage
for our future, for it is in the name of our Lord that

we pray, Amen.
yokm

| May They Rest In Peace

Anderson, Edwin D. SN/MC 65-66 11-17-2021
Cierzniak, James J. LTJG 57-60 1-4-2021
Clark, Kenneth P. ICFN 61-64 8-22-2019
Davis, Tommy “Sprout” MM3/C 43-45  9-19-2026
Folsom, Robert E. EN2 59-60 1-22-2014
Harwell, J. C. SN 57-59 11-18-2024
Kaelberer, John H. LCDR 65-67 9-1-2025
King, Burley O. YN3 57-58 11-2-2021
Light, Ronald V. GMG2 68-69 4-14-2026
Lindstrom, David J. MM2 55-59 3-6-2026
Machowicz, Howard SK2 54-57 3-19-2011

McBride, Joseph S1 45-45 12-3-2005
Perras, Edward T. MM3 51-52 12-25-2021
Richman, Earl D. FC/3c 43-46 11-24-2016
Rowell, Michael FTG3 68-69 12-12-2025

Steve & Renee,
ship’s store...

chief3r@gmail.com

Due to the high cost of mailing, items from
the Ship’s Store will be available at the Reunion.

At the last alumni meeting, the members vot-
ed to discontinue the Ship’s Store when the in-
ventory is gone. See you in Omaha.

Steve L Renee
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Make your hotel reservations directly with Double Tree-Downtown Omaha and use link
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USS Stoddard DD-566 -36th Reunion-Omaha, Nebraska
September 23rd - September 26th, 2026

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/omah-dt-nav-45f19aab-8b58-41a6-94f7-7317e2396752/

Code NAV—or Call Elana Wade —Group Rooms Coordinator at (402) 636-4906 ask for USS Stoddard
Group Rate ($149.00 Standard Room; plus (taxes) with 2 full breakfasts—$2 Tip added PP)
Room rate honored 3 days before and after reunion/ Free Airport Shuttle/ $15 Parking / Free Wi-Fi

Name:

Registration Due By August 24th, 2026

Lady’s Name:

Stoddard Service Years:
Guest Attending with me:

Street Address:

Navy Rate or Rank

City: State: Zip:

Home Phone:

Cell Phone: Email

Price # of Guests

TOTAL

Wednesday 9/23 Registration Fee - per person

(Guests attending banquet only -No Fee)

Registration Fees help pay misc. costs of Reunion $20 X =$

Hospitality Suite Opens 1 PM For Registration
Thursday 9/24 TRIP TO BOYS TOWN & WILDLIFE SAFARI PARK

Lunch on your own—Boys Town Overlook Café $65 X =$
Thursday Evening BUFFET AT HOTEL

(Salad, Vegs, Chicken, New York Steak, Cheesescake) $ 60 X =$
Friday 9/25 TOUR OF FREEDOM PARK & SHIPS

MEMORIAL SERVICE ON USS HAZARD

LUNCH at JOHNNY’S CAFE (Included)

NEBRASKA VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL $65 X =$
Friday Evening Dinner on Your Own
Saturday 9/26 Lunch on Your Own - USS Stoddard Business Meeting
Evening 6:00 PM Cocktails, Banquet, Music & Raffle

Please put attendee name after entrée selection
Entrees Include:
Chef’s Choice Salmon $ 60 X =$
Wedge Salad Name
Seasonal Vegs. Chef’s Choice Salmon $ 60 X =$
Yukon Potatoes
Chocolate Cake s
Rolls & Butter Chef’s Prime Rib $ 60 X =$
Coffee, Tea Name
Chef’s Prime Rib $ 60 X =$
Name

Make checks payable to: USS Stoddard Alumni Association

Mail to: USS Stoddard Alumni
4337 S. Highway 51

GRAND TOTAL $

Bob’s Cell: 402-740-0429

*Tips included for tours and busses

Email: rhwags2@cox.net

Perryville, MO 63775
IF YOU NEED SPECIAL HANDICAP CONSIDERATIONS PLEASE LET US KNOW

Remember to bring your home state item for the raffle but also

remember those flying to Omaha will be limited as to item size that they can take home.



https://linklock.titanhq.com/analyse?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hilton.com%2Fen%2Fattend-my-event%2Fomah-dt-nav-45f19aab-8b58-41a6-94f7-7317e2396752%2F&data=eJx0zNFqgzAUgOGniReDI-YkaQwsY23X3BXG3iCaI5ZpIjFW9vbD28Gu_4-_t4IUaakIpJA9SG9a8A1HGDoiDJzMQKYK9qWa7evHXX1-cdH

USS Stoddard Alumni Association
4337 S Hwy 51
Perryville, MO 63775
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