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Hosts:  

        Brad & Jodi Morris 
 

Son-in-Law & Daughter of  

Victor (RM3 61-62) & Bonnie Heath 
 

Email: bradjodimorris@yahoo.com

DoubleTree by Hilton  

Salt Lake City Airport 

USS Stoddard Rate 

$159 

Plus Taxes 

Includes Breakfast for  

two (2) guests per room  

Rate 3 Days prior or after 

Subject to Availability 

Free Wi-Fi 

Free Parking,  

Free Airport Shuttle 

Hotel Reservations: 

USS Stoddard Web Site 

or Call 

 801-539-1515  

Ask for “USS Stoddard 

Reunion Rate” 

Hotel Cutoff Date 

August 18th, 2025 

Deadline – August 18th, 2025 

Hotel & Registration 
Please Get Your Registration in as soon as possible! 

     We are anxious to host the 35th Reunion in Salt Lake.   I think you will 

enjoy the activities we have arranged.  Since we could not include everything 

of interest, we have  arranged for a couple of optional tours for Saturday.  If 

you would like to attend either of them, please come prepared to let us know 

at registration so we can make arrangements.  In order to have the options, 

we will need at least 15 sign up for the tour.  Please check out the two tours 

on page two.   

      Also payment for the optional tours will be by check or cash at registra-

tion.  We CANNOT take credit cards.        

     Carlene has outlined several reminders for the reunion in her Secretary 

Notes on page 6.  

     Your breakfast has been arranged and there will be a buffet on Friday 

evening and our banquet on Saturday.  Any additional meals are on your 

own.  Please note the times of the hotel food services.  On the tours you will 

be able to get a quick lunch.   

     Please contact me or Jodi or John and Carlene if you have any questions.  
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  2025 Stoddard Reunion—Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

Wednesday 

Registration begins at 1 PM in Hospitality Room 

 

Thursday—9:00 am 

Hospitality Room Open. 

Thursday—4:30 pm 

Bus Tour of downtown Salt Lake 

City and Morman Tabernacle 

Choir Practice.  The City Tour 

features the State Capitol and 

other city highlights. 

The Morman Tabernacle Choir at 

Temple Square holds weekly rehearsals open to the 

public on Thursday evenings in the Salt Lake Tab-

ernacle.   

Dinner on your own at the hotel. 

 

Friday—8:00 am.  

Stop at Grassy Mountain Rest Stop—view of the 

California and Pony Express trails. 

 

The Bonneville Salt Flats is an ancient dry lake bed  

Densely packed salt pan .  It is the largest of many 

salt flats west of the Great Salt Lake.   

 

Wendover Airfield Museum and Memorial Service.  

Wendover is a former US Air Force Base.  During 

WWII is was a training base for B-17 and B-24 

crews.  The Historic Air Field Museum has some of 

the best military history in Nevada, including the 

Eola Gay Hangar.   

 

Lunch on your own at Wendover NV Casino buffet.  

 

Friday—6:00 pm 

Buffet Dinner at hotel with entertainment featuring 

“Tony Summerhays.”  

 

*Saturday—9:00 am 

Hospitality Room Open 

Optional Tours available —see  list 

 

3:00 pm 

USS Stoddard Business Meeting in Hospitality 

Room. 

 

6:00 pm 

Banquet and Raffle with Line dancing featuring 

“Young at Heart.” 

*Saturday—Two Optional Tours  

Must Have A Minimum of  

15 People For a Tour 

Lunch is on your own 

Cost is $90 Per Person 
 

9:00 am—Kennecott Copper Mine— Option#1 

 The Kennecott Copper Mine, also known as 

the Bingham Canyon Mine, is a massive open-pit cop-

per mine located in the Oquirrh Mountains near Salt 

Lake City, Utah. It's one 

of the largest and most 

productive copper mines 

in the world, operated by 

Rio Tinto. The mine is 

known for its significant 

copper, gold, silver, and 

molybdenum produc-

tion. The tour offers a 

look into the Kennecott 

Copper Mine and its op-

erations.  Visitors can explore and learn about mine’s 

history and operations at their own pace.   

 

9:00 am—Park City Bus Tour—Option #2 

 Park City lies east of Salt Lake City in the 

western state of Utah. Framed by the craggy Wasatch 

Range, it’s bordered by the Deer Valley Resort and the 

huge Park City Mountain Resort, both known for their 

ski slopes. Utah Olympic Park, to the north, hosted 

the 2002 Winter 

Olympics and is now 

predominantly a train-

ing facility. In town, 

Main Street is lined 

with buildings built 

during a 19th-century 

silver mining boom. 

The city was the origi-

nal location of the United States' largest independent 

film festival, the Sundance Film Festival; home of 

the United States Ski Team; training center for mem-

bers of the Australian Freestyle Ski Team.  

 

*Fees for optional tours will be  

collected at registration.   

Payment must be made by check or cash.   

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=749b9a8998c33b33&sxsrf=AE3TifMTgg2hl7PQdqB5Xq7iSqwSCh4MNw%3A1751575331935&q=Bingham+Canyon+Mine&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj0iNTLxqGOAxWXElkFHcRDHCkQxccNegQIIRAB&mstk=AUtExfBJE0APiKAepD4bEHkYONgZ-MZPnsfjzDVKhYwxzO3AWAaSpFwPLdHbZP_ju
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sundance_Film_Festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Ski_Team
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Morris_(Australian_aerial_skier)
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USS Stoddard 35th Reunion — Plan of the Day 

Wednesday — September 17th 

 1:00  PM  Registration  -  Hospitality Room Open   

Thursday — September 18th 

  9:00 AM   Hospitality Room Opens  

   Relax and Enjoy Salt Lake City on Your Own  

    Lunch on Your Own       

          3:30 PM Early Dinner on Your Own 

 4:30 PM  Depart Hotel For Tour of Downtown  

   Tabernacle Choir Practice  

 9:30 PM Bus Departs for Hotel 

Friday — September 19th 

 8:00 AM  Bus Arrives at Hotel  

 8:15 AM Bus Departs For Bonneville Salt Flats 

 9:15 AM 15 Minute Break At Grassy Mountain Rest Stop (Nothing Grassy About it) 

         10:00 AM  Arrive Bonneville Salt Flats Recreation Area   

         11:00 AM  Lunch on Your Own Wendover NV Casino Buffet 

 1:00  PM    Historical Wendover Airfield Museum & USS Stoddard Memorial Service 

  3:00  PM        Board Bus For Return to Hotel 

  3:45  PM   15 Minute Break at Grassy Mountain Rest Stop 

  5:00  PM  Arrive at Hotel   

 6:00   PM Buffet Dinner at Hotel w/Entertainment featuring  

   “Tony Summerhays” and the “Young at Heart Line Dancers””   

 

Saturday — September 20th 

 9:00  AM  Hospitality Room Open     

 9:00  AM   Optional Tour #1 Leaves For Copper Mine (No Lunch Included) 

 9:00  AM Optional Tour #2 Leaves For Park City Bus Tour (Lunch on Own Olympic Park) 

 2:00  PM  Return to Hotel From Both Optional Tours 

  3:00 PM  USS Stoddard Business Meeting 

   6:00 PM  Cocktail Hour 

  7:00 PM  USS Stoddard Reunion Banquet & Raffle Including 

             

Remember to bring your items for raffle. (Preferably from your home state) 

As in the past, please remember that many in our group will be flying and will be limited to items 

they can take home.   
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USS Vandegrift FFG 48 

 

He was getting old and paunchy, 

And his hair was falling fast,  

And he sat around the Legion,  
Telling stories of the past.  

  

Of a war that he once fought in  

And the deeds that he had done,  

In his exploits with his buddies;  

They were heroes, every one.  
  

And 'though sometimes to his neighbors  

His tales became a joke,  

All his buddies listened quietly,  

For they knew where of he spoke.  
  

But we'll hear his tales no longer,  

For ol' Joe has passed away,  

And the world's a little poorer  

For a Sailor died today.  

  
He won't be mourned by many,  

Just his children and his wife.  

For he lived an ordinary,  

Very quiet sort of life.  

  
He held a job and raised a family,  

Going quietly on his way;  

And the world won't note his passing,  

'Tho a Sailor died today.  

  

When politicians leave this earth,  
Their bodies lie in state,  

While thousands note their passing,  

And proclaim that they were great.   

  

Papers tell of their life stories  
From the time that they were young  

But the passing of a Sailor  

Goes unnoticed, and unsung.  

  

Is the greatest contribution  

To the welfare of our land,  
Some jerk who breaks his promise  

And cons his fellow man?  

  

Or the ordinary fellow  

Who in times of war and strife,  
Goes off to serve his country  

And offers up his life?  

Quite a tribute. -  A Poem Worth Reading 

The politician's stipend  

And the style in which he lives,  

Are often disproportionate,  
To the service that he gives.  

  

While the ordinary Sailor,  

Who offered up his all,  

Is paid off with a medal  

And perhaps a pension, small.  
  

It is not the politicians  

With their compromise and ploys,  

Who won for us the freedom  

That our country now enjoys.  
  

Should you find yourself in danger,  

With your enemies at hand,  

Would you really want some cop-out,  

With his ever waffling stand?  

  
Or would you want a Sailor   

His home, his country, his kin,  

Just a common Sailor,  

Who would fight until the end.  

  
He was just a common Sailor,  

And his ranks are growing thin,  

But his presence should remind us  

We may need his likes again.   

  

For when countries are in conflict,  
We find the Sailor's part  

Is to clean up all the troubles  

That the politicians start.  

  

If we cannot do him honor  
While he's here to hear the praise,  

Then at least let's give him homage  

At the ending of his days.  

  

Perhaps just a simple headline In the paper that 

might say:  
 

"OUR COUNTRY IS IN 
MOURNING,  
A SAILOR DIED TODAY."  

mailto:shamilton%40Quite
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 A 1935 graduate of the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Mar-

yland, Reich attended the submarine school at New London, Connecticut, then 

in 1939 became executive officer and engineer on the first Sealion (SS-
195). Sealion was the first US submarine damaged in World War II; it was 

bombed on December 10, 1941 while undergoing repairs at Cavite Navy Yard in 

the Philippines, and later scuttled, four men were killed and three others 

wounded during the bombing.  

 After Sealion was scuttled Reich served on the staff of the submarine 

commander at Corregidor and Bataan in the Philippines, He was XO of Stingray 

(SS-186) escaping before the surrender of U.S. forces there in the spring of 1942. He was executive 
officer aboard the Lapon (SS-260) in 1943, then in March 1944 assumed command of the sec-

ond Sealion (SS-315).  Under Reich's command, Sealion II was credited with sinking the Kongō, the only 

Japanese battleship sunk by submarine during World War II, the destroyer Urakaze, and a prisoner of 

war ship, Rakuyo Maru. After sinking the POW ship, Sealion II surfaced and rescued 23 Australian and 

31 British prisoners of war from the sea, who were coated with burning oil. The men were delivered to a 

safe port after a voyage of several days on the extremely crowded sub. CDR Reich received a Navy Cross, 

the highest military decoration for valor after the Medal of Honor, a Gold Star in lieu of a second Navy 
Cross and another Gold Star in lieu of a third Navy Cross,  for "extraordinary heroism" as commander of 

the submarine Sealion in combat operations from March to December 1944. During that time, the Sealion 

sank thousands of tons of Japanese shipping.  

 CDR Reich was Captain of USS Compton DD-705 from Jan.1945-Nov.1945.  On 29 August 

1945 Compton entered Tokyo Bay and became the only fifth fleet ship to enter Tokyo Bay prior to the for-
mal surrender. 

 
CDR Reich was Captain during Re-Commissioning of USS Stoddard March 9, 1951 – April 14, 1952 

 

 Reich was Captain of the USS Aucilla AO-56 1957-1958 

 

 From 1962-1965 he was Asst. Chief of Bureau Naval Weapons Command Surface Missile Project 

 
 Commander Antisubmarine Warfare Group Southeast Asia – Vietnam War 

 

 In 1963 the American Society of Naval Engineers awarded Eli T. Reich the Gold 

Medal Award for his work on Surface Missile Systems. The Gold Medal Award, has been 

awarded annually since 1958, and is given to an individual who has made a significant 
naval engineering contribution in a particular area during the past five years. 

  Retiring from the Navy in 1973 after 38 years of service, Adm. Reich was named 

director of the Emergency Energy Allocations Program, which was responsible for the dis-

tribution of scarce oil and gasoline during the Arab oil embargo. Described as a "crusty 

three-star admiral" by syndicated columnists Rowland Evans and Robert Novak, Adm. Reich was reported 

by the columnists to have told staff members: "I don't give a damn for the public image. We're not here to 
create an image. We're to do a job--my way. And that's the military way."  But after a month on the job, 

Adm. Reich clashed with energy chief William Simon, and he left the newly formed Energy Administration. 

The admiral did consulting later on national security matters involving weapons systems acquisitions, 

shipbuilding and mobilization planning. 

 Reich is also credited with founding the Naval Undersea Museum in Keyport, Washington. After his 
retirement he created the Naval Undersea Museum Foundation which raised the funds, designed, and 

built the museum. The museum has since been donated to by the US Navy. Reich's family donated "many 

of his awards, battle flag, uniforms, and memorabilia to the museum after his death." The museum also 

commissioned an oil portrait and bust of him which are currently on display along with many of the fami-

lies donations.  

Awards – Navy Cross, a Gold Star in lieu of a second Navy Cross and another Gold Star in lieu of a third 
Navy Cross -  Navy Distinguished Service Medal (2) –Legion of Merit - Bronze Star –WWII Victory Medal 

 

VADM Eli Thomas Reich passed away November 30, 1999 and is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  

Spotlight on USS Stoddard Captain— CDR Eli Thomas Reich—VADM (Ret.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Naval_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annapolis,_Maryland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annapolis,_Maryland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Submarine_Base_New_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engineer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sealion_(SS-195)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sealion_(SS-195)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cavite_Navy_Yard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corregidor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bataan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Lapon_(SS-260)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Sealion_(SS-315)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_battleship_Kong%C5%8D
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_destroyer_Urakaze_(1940)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner_of_war
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rakuyo_Maru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Society_of_Naval_Engineers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Society_of_Naval_Engineers#Recognition_Issued
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naval_Undersea_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keyport,_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oil_painting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portrait
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USS STODDARD DD566 
WWII * Korea * Vietnam 

 

President: Brad & Jodi Morris 
email: bradjodimorris@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary/Newsletter Editor: Carlene Rauh   

email:  cjrauh@LDD.net 

 
Treasurer: Bill Melyan 

email:  keystonewillie@verizon.net 

 

Storekeepers:  Steve & Renee Romack 

email:  chief3r@gmail.com 

 
Chaplain: John Laible 

email: captjohn42@gmail.com    

 

Webmasters: Dan & Roxane Withers 

email:  dwithers@rodaxwireless.com 
 

Email/Database Coordinator: John Rauh 

email:  cjrauh@LDD.net 

DMZ 

  john rauh,  

      database/email coordinator    

                       cjrauh@LDD.net 

   john laible, chaplain   

      CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

                    captjohn42@gmail.com    

May They Rest In Peace 

Gibson, Douglas B.      LTJG     57-60    2-1-2025 

Pascetta, Calvin    GMGC   54-57   12-2-2023 

Seater, Robert (Bob)     MM2    64-65   5-16-2025 

 carlene rauh,    

       secretary… 

                           cjrauh@LDD.net 

Prayer for Our Military– Past & Present 
 O God, we come before You in gratitude for 

the men and women of the United States Armed 

Forces.  Many served and gave their lives for our 

country in years gone by. To them, we are indebted 

for the freedoms we enjoy today. Others continue in 
service at this hour around the world. We are thank-

ful for their many sacrificial acts on behalf of our 

great nation, particularly in the wake of war. 

 Bless all of these men and women. Instill in 

them pride in their service, ever-increasing love of 

country, and enduring devotion to their sacred call-
ing. Grant to each of them good health, loving fami-

lies, and abiding faith in You, O God. 

 Instill in all of us gratitude to our military, 

and to the husbands and wives, loving partners, 

mothers and fathers, sons and daughters, of all 
whom serve. They, too, sacrifice for our beloved 

country, here and abroad.   May we all stand ready 

to defend our country and the principles on which it 

stands.  Bless those who serve and those who 

wait.  Bless the United States of America. Bless us 

all with your choicest blessing, the blessing of 
peace. AMEN                   Prayer by Chaplain Gary Atkins  

         John 

                          LTJG Stoddard 1966-1969 

Reminders: 

• The Double Tree has free shuttle service from 

the air port to the hotel. 

• Breakfast is included with your room for two.  

Extra breakfasts can be purchased for $18 per 

day. 

• Tips are included, except for the breakfast. 

• Hotel Restaurants:   Lakeview Restaurant:  6 

am—10 am and 5 pm—10 pm.  The Club Bar:   

3 pm to 12 am. (can order food at bar) 

• Optional Trips:  There are two optional trips on 

Saturday. Information in this newsletter. 

• Raffle items:  Remember some guests will be 

flying home. 

      Registration and Hotel reservations due  

August 18th.  

 Please check the date above your address 

on the newsletter.  The date indicates your last 

dues payment, e.g. if it is 2025 your dues are paid 

until 2026.  An earlier date means dues are due. 

   (date) 

Name 

Address  

City, State  Zip 

 

          John 

         SK3  1967-1968 
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June 4,1912 

 August 21, 1986 

 
USS Stoddard DD-566 

35th Reunion-Salt Lake City, Utah 

September 17th –September 20th, 2025 
           

Make your hotel reservations directly with the hotel and ask for the Double Tree-Salt Lake City Airport 

USS Stoddard Group Rate, Room rates:  $ 159.00 Standard Room; plus (taxes) with 2 full breakfasts.  

Room rate honored 3 days before and after reunion/ Free Airport Shuttle/ Free Parking / Free Wi-Fi  

 Registration Due By August 18th, 2025     Phone Number 801-539-1515 or online at: 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/slcardt-91n-05e2d821-1803-4495-8fcc-687dbfa1cb55 

  

Name: ________________________________________________ Lady’s Name:______________________________________ 

Stoddard Service Years:________________________   Navy Rate or Rank_______________________________________ 

Guest Attending with me:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ______________________________City:__________________________ State: _______Zip:____________ 

Home Phone: ____________________ Cell Phone:______________________Email_________________________________  

                                                                                                                     Price   # of Guests      TOTAL 

Wednesday 9/17     Registration Fee – per person                                    

                               (Guests attending banquet only -No Fee)                    

                               Registration Fees help pay misc. costs of Reunion          $ 20   X _______= $____________ 

*********************************************************************************** 

Thursday 9/18        Hospitality Room Open During the Day  

                                Dinner on Your Own Before 5 PM 

 

Leave at 5 PM           Performance of the Tabernacle Choir & 

                                 Tour of Salt Lake City at Night                            $  85  X _____   = $____________ 

 ***********************************************************************************    

 Friday  9/19   Tour of Wendover Airfield & Bonneville Salt Flats         $  58  X______   = $___________                                    

 

Friday Eve.  Buffet at Hotel     Southwest Buffet                              $  55  X______   = $__________                   

*************************************************************************************                                                                                                  

Saturday 9/20 Lunch on Your Own                                                                                    

   USS Stoddard Business Meeting                                                                                                   

Evening  6:00 PM Cocktails, Banquet, & Raffle 

                                       Please put attendee name after entrée selection 

 

Entrees include:      Chicken Limone’ ____________________________________ $ 46  X______=$____________ 
Salad                         

Rice                              Chicken Limone’  ___________________________________ $ 46  X______=$ ____________ 

Seasonal Vegetables 

Dinner Rolls                 Teriyaki Salmon ____________________________________  $ 52  X______= $___________ 

Desert             

Coffee & Tea                  Teriyaki Salmon ___________________________________   $ 52  X______ =$___________ 

********************************************************************* 
Make checks payable to:  USS Stoddard Alumni Association 

                                                                                                                                           

  Mail to: USS Stoddard Alumni      Brad Cell: 801-946-6346                                          

      4337 S. Highway 51        Jodi  Cell: 801-635-8390                 

                Perryville, MO  63775      Email: bradjodimorris@yahoo.com  

GRAND TOTAL $ 

Tips and taxes are in-

cluded for all events.  

Except Breakfast Tip 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/slcardt-91n-05e2d821-1803-4495-8fcc-687dbfa1cb55
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